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Crisis Coalition hosts think tank discussion on 

economy, reengagement 

 
Harare -- THE Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) hosted a 

think tank meeting on the economy and reengagement be-

tween Zimbabwe and the international community on Tues-

day, June 17 2014. 

 

Speaking at the think tank, which was attended by civil socie-

ty, academics and political actors, CiZC Chairperson Dewa 

Mavhinga said civil society was ready to reactivate platforms 

for critical analysis and discussion as the country grapples with 

leadership crisis. 

“At a time when political leaders across the spectrum 

appear disoriented and clueless regarding the way 

forward, while the region and the international com-

munity look to Zimbabweans for answers, it is up to 

civil society to step up to the pace and cover the lead-

ership gap,” he said.   

“At a time such as this, civil society has the perfect 

opportunity to showcase its Think Tank-based solu-

tions in unpacking complex situations for the country, 

the region and the international community.  

“This is a complex environment, which is different 

from any other post electoral environment because 

the various stakeholders are developing fatigue over 

the Zimbabwean question.  

“In essence the question needs to be redefined and a 

shared meaning developed.” 

 

Mavhinga said civil society was not attempting to chew what it 

cannot swallow, but merely play its role in society.  

“We do not seek to provide answers to all of Zimba-

bwe’s political questions; what we seek to do is to 
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provide a platform to provoke deeper analysis and interrogation of our situation as well as to pave the way for innova-

tive thinking, agenda-setting and national dialogue,” said Mavhinga.  

“We do not seek to shift our focus on democracy, good governance and human rights; we seek to sharpen our analysis 

tools to enable us to interpret economic developments and relate them to the broader governance picture.  

“We seek, through the assistance of various experts whose key function is to simplify things for mere mortals, to con-

nect the dots and present a compelling picture and shape the future of Zimbabwe. Ours is a generational mandate. We 

must rise to the challenge.” 

 

Crisis Coalition Acting Coordinator, Joy Mabenge said the organisation will continue to create platforms for civil society to pro-

vide thought leadership on critical matters in the country. 

 

According to participants, the think-tank was timely and by and large a success and closing the meeting Blessing Gorejena of 

Human Rights NGO Forum called on the Coalition to convene more meetings of the nature.  

Political leaders criticised for economic freefall 

…as stakeholders call for better economic direction 

Harare -- CIVIL society and eminent economists have con-

curred that the deepening economic downfall that has persist-

ed for more than a decade can only be halted by a paradigm 

shift from the government through better policies and a re-

formed governance culture. 

 

Speakers at an Economy and Restrictive measures/Targeted 

Sanctions Think Tank meeting held by Crisis in Zimbabwe Coa-

lition (CiZC) in Harare on Tuesday, June 17, 2014 emphasised 

the need for the country’s leadership to shift their priorities 

and chart a better future for the nation. 

 

Dr, Godfrey Kanyenze of Labour and 

Economic Development Research 

Institute of Zimbabwe (LEDRIZ), a 

Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Un-

ions (ZCTU) aligned think-tank, said 

the country was currently reeling 

from the effects of profound leader-

ship shortcomings that made suc-

cessive economic blueprints flop 

and Zimbabwe lag behind other 

African nations. 

 

He said the national challenges 

widely manifest through industrial 

collapse, poor social services, and extreme levels of unemploy-

ment. 

“We must not be ashamed to interrogate the nature 

of leadership we have,” said Dr. Kanyenze. 

“We need a visionary leadership that looks beyond 

today. 

“If you look since 1980, we have not been short on 

economic plans. I want to hazard that we haven’t 

looked at the nature of the state. Zimbabwe has been 

captured by political and military elites. 

“Whenever there are resources we 

have seen the case of state cap-

ture.” 

 

Economist and businessman, Moses 

Chundu said the ZimAsset economic 

blueprint was limited as it incorrect-

ly defined the country’s challenges 

which have been there since the 

1990’s as result of Western coun-

tries and the US government’s re-

strictive measures on selected gov-

ernment officials. 

Chundu said honesty and the cor-

rect definition of the cause of the Dr, Godfrey Kanyenze of LEDRIZ 
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national problems was important in resolving them. 

 

Chundu said the whole economy needed to be resuscitated through attracting investment because the economic blueprint 

ZimAsset was facing a funding dilemma and the country was being let down by corrupt officials. 

“You need to make the whole country a special economic zone otherwise nothing will move. We simply need to 

attract investment,” he said. 

“Zimbabwe is facing a governance crisis. I can live with water cuts but I cannot live with the tax that continues to be 

exerted upon us by corruption.” 

He urged the present government to “respect the basic principles of economic management and avoid the populist 

trap as it has always backfired.” 

 

Southern African Political Economy Series (SAPES) Director Dr.Ibbo Manda-

za said the government has been consistently coming up with new “policy 

statements to cover up for the challenges we have.” 

He added: “We need new leadership in the country.” 

 

Movement for Democratic Change (MDC-T) Member of Parliament for 

Warren Park, Elias Mudzuri said: “I think we have a leadership crisis. No 

matter what we put into the system the last man at the helm of the institu-

tion, the last man at the helm of government matters. 

“How do you bring confidence without a proper leadership?” 

 

Meanwhile, contrary to calls to reform of hostile policies Zanu-PF member Patrick Zhuwao clarified that the government was 

reviewing the indigenization laws, one of the things that have been blamed for lack of investment. 

“I think to a large extent we may be misguided by what comes in the newspapers,” said Zhuwao. 

“I will wait to hear the changes coming from the relevant authorities…”  

SAPES Director Dr. Ibbo Mandaza  

Debt stops credit lines, not sanctions  

Harare -- ZIMBABWE is being hindered from accessing credit lines to kick 

start the ailing economy owing to underserviced debt to financial institu-

tions, and because of sanctions as claimed by government, according to the 

Ambassador Head of European Union Delegation to Zimbabwe, Aldo 

Dell’Ariccia. 

 

The EU envoy, made the revelations at an economic discussion forum orga-

nized by Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) in Harare on June 17, adding 

that the bloc was considering investment deals with Zimbabwe and lifting 

targeted measures on people and entities in the country should the human 

rights situation keep improving. 
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On the issue of targeted measures, the envoy said it was not correct to say that they were stopping investment or credit lines 

to the country. 

 

He clarified that the restrictive measures which will soon be reviewed this year in November 2014, were a response to the hu-

man rights issues such as the electoral violence of 2000, 2002 and 2008 as well as the brutality of the state during the land 

reform. 

 

Speaking at the same meeting, Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition Spokesperson 

and Combined Harare Residents Association (CHRA) Director, Mfundo 

Mlilo said the sanctions had been crucial in communicating a moral mes-

sage to the government. 

“I think we need to acknowledge that in the first five years there 

was a success on the focus on the human rights situation,” said 

Mlilo. 

“We know that Zanu-Pf has won the war of saying sanctions were 

a regime change strategy, but we know that the sanctions were a 

moral disapproval.” 

 

He said the country remained entrapped by challenges such as the slow implementation of the new Constitution. 

 

Tamuka Chirimambowa, an academic clarified the sanctions did cause the country’s economic problems. 

“Sanctions are not the genesis of the economic crisis,” he said. 

“We had economic problems as early as 1997.” 

Economist, Moses Chundu concurred: “Because the economy visibly collapsed after the introduction of sanctions, it 

doesn’t mean that sanctions caused the collapse of the economy.” 

 

Dr. Mazondidya however said to some extent the sanctions had affected Zanu-PF business people, who were involved in hu-

man rights violations, given they also amassed the means of production in many sectors such as agriculture. 

“It means that if the same people are targeted by sanctions then the whole economy is targeted,” he said. 

MDC-T MP for Warren Park said: “There is a new structure where a political party took over the whole economy of a 

country by force using human rights abuses, leading to the imposition of sanctions.” 

 

Further, discussants said the sanctions were merely being used by government to cover for its own failures on the economic 

front, including in the economic blueprint ZimAsset.  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  

CiZC Spokesperson Mfundo Mlilo 


